[image: A close-up of a logo

Description automatically generated][image: A logo with text and a circle

AI-generated content may be incorrect.] 



Child Sexual Abuse Think Space Practice Guidance: October 2025

	Aim and Purpose of the Child Sexual Abuse Think Space

	
· Providing support and guidance to single and multi-agency practitioners who are working with children they think may have been, or they know have been sexually abused.
· Providing advice, support, tools, and challenge on alternative ideas of effective interventions.
· To ensure that children receive the best possible support, and their families given their experience of sexual abuse.
· Support multiagency practitioners to be confident in what can be a  difficult area of practice by evidence based practice and use of the Child Sexual Abuse Response Pathway and associated Resources: 

Child Sexual Abuse Response Pathway | CSA Centre
North West Tackling Child Sexual Abuse Strategy | NWADCS



	How?


	1. Provide regular guidance and reflective support for practitioners, promoting staff wellbeing by creating a supportive environment that values reflection, and professional growth
2. Strengthen practitioner and manager practice by supporting concise, risk-led, and child-focused decisions, and plans
3. Create a safe space for reflection on how best to respond to concerns where there are suspicions of CSA but no disclosure.
4. Offer guidance following disclosure from a child or how to open conversions about sexual harm, supporting practitioners in responding appropriately and in creating immediate and ongoing safety for the child. This maybe utilised within strategy meetings.
5. Develop practitioner confidence and skills in using direct work tools to enable trauma-informed conversations with children.
6. Support practitioners in managing challenging situations, including navigating uncomfortable conversations and emotions.
7. Support excellent multiagency support for children  through information sharing, understanding all our roles, working together
8. Facilitate the creation of family safety plans that enhance protection and wellbeing.
9. Contribute to cultural change within children’s services by strengthening approaches to the consideration and response to CSA
.


	Frequency of Meetings:

	The Think Space will be planned on a fortnightly basis. Where urgent referrals are received or within 5 days of the Think Space taking place, ad-hoc child sexual abuse consultations will aim to be offered to practitioners via the (insert local detail) and within the muti agency child protection team (MACPTs)


	Chair:
	The meeting will be chaired/co-chaired between (insert local place detail)


	Membership of the Think Space meeting: 


	Core Membership:
· CSA Practice Lead (insert local detail).
· Child Sexual Exploitation Practitioner/manager 
· A play therapist from the Specialist Intervention Service (add local detail)
· Health professional will be invited to attend sessions, to provide additional support and guidance (insert local detail, aligned with your specialist provisions)
· Police representative, who has expertise of child sexual abuse investigations 
· Education representative 

Family Representation
For each family under discussion, the relevant practitioner, Team Manager, and CP Chair or IRO will be invited to attend or provide an update from their service. Each family will be allocated a 45-minute time slot, with a further 15 minutes set aside for reflection and follow-up questions arising from the discussion. 

Supplementary Membership (insert local place detail)
· Child Sexual Abuse Practice Leads, attending via a fortnightly rota.
· Heads of Service / Service Managers.

Additional Attendance
Occasionally, representatives from other agencies may be invited as appropriate (e.g., schools, health, housing, NRPF). To make efficient use of multi-agency attendance, children under discussion may be clustered within the same session.


	[bookmark: _Hlk491860343]Process of identifying children
	Families will be identified at least one week prior to the CSA Think Space. Practitioners will submit referrals, including full case details, to the designated email inbox. Notification of allocated time slots will be circulated in advance.


	Recording & Administration 
	The meeting will be administered by the designated (insert local detail). All notes will be recorded on the child’s case management file under the appropriate consultation category


	Structure


	Presentation of the Family
The practitioner/s presents the child/ren and is expected to have a clear understanding of immediate and wider family members, to allow consideration of potential intergenerational sexual abuse.

Summary of Concerns/hypothesis
The practitioner provides an overall summary of the family, focusing on concerns related to sexual abuse or Harmful Sexual Behaviour. This maybe case oversight for any alternative reflections or for newer members of staff to gain more insight. The practitioner/s explore different hypotheses about what may be happening for the child, or seeking ideas for direct work with the child/ren.

Discussion and Clarification
Panel members ask clarifying questions, then reflect on the information presented. They consider alternative hypotheses, identify gaps in the case, and highlight any additional information that should be gathered.

Planning: Following discussion, a plan is developed. This may include:
· Specific direct work tools.
· Guidance on assessing the protectiveness of non-abusing carers.
· Safety planning within the home where concerns involve Harmful Sexual Behaviour 

Follow-Up
Children may be brought back to review progress and plan next steps.

Escalation of Concern
If panel members are significantly concerned that risks are not being appropriately managed, the Chair will escalate by emailing the Team Manager and Service Manager. Multi agency partners may also escalate within their own systems. The local and multi-agency escalation process should be followed through. 

Documentation
Minutes of the meeting are recorded in the child’s case management file to enable follow-up in supervision by the practitioner and Team Manager.



	Governance Arrangements


	The Child Sexual Abuse Think Space reports to (insert local detail)

The Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) Think Space reports to the relevant local governance body responsible for overseeing CSA improvement activity.

For example, this could be a Multi-Agency Child Sexual Abuse Sub-Group, chaired by the appropriate senior leader. 

Think Space activity, including emerging themes and outcomes, will be reported to the local multi agency safeguarding partnership and through single agency governance routes.


	Date:
	October 2025

	Date of Reviews:
	March 2026 (led by the NW Hub) 
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