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	Child Sexual Abuse Audit- Strategy Discussion and Section 47 decision making

	Details of Child

	Name
	
	Given Names
	

	Age and DOB
	
	Gender
	

	Ethnicity
	
	Primary Language
	

	Legal Status
	
	Case file ID
	

	Details of Audit

	Name of Auditor
	
	Date audit undertaken 
	

	Strategy Discussion and Section 47 decision making: National Framework Focus: Enabler 1 – Multi-Agency Working; Outcome 3 – Child Safety (protection in and outside home). Auditors must comment on whether agencies worked together effectively, sharing information promptly and coordinating actions, as expected by the National Framework.

CSA specific guidance viable via the following link from the child sexual abuse response pathway : strategydiscussion.pdf


	Name of Social worker
	

	Name of Team Manager
	

	Summary of Childs situation (discussion with allocated practitioner) 
	

	Was the meeting held within 24 hours of the concern being raised? 
	Highlight ONE from:
· Yes
· No
· N/a
Provide commentary to answer: 


	Is the strategy meeting multi-agency? Were all key agencies represented?
Which partners were involved in the meeting? (e.g., Local Authority, Health, Police, School, Voluntary Sector)

	Highlight ONE from:
· Yes
· No
Provide commentary to answer: 


	For cases involving Child Sexual Abuse (CSA), a health representative must be involved who has recent experience in CSA assessment, has received relevant training, or has consulted with a practitioner with appropriate expertise.

Where relevant, Probation, Drug and Alcohol Services, or other adult services should attend the strategy meeting. At a minimum, relevant information from these services must be obtained, shared, and clearly understood by meeting participants.

CSA specific guidance viable via the following link from the child sexual abuse response pathway : strategydiscussion.pdf


	Are the child’s views, experiences and needs central to the discussion? 

	

	Refer to CSA Centre signs and indicator's tool Signs and indicators: A template for identifying and recording concerns of child sexual abuse 

See CSA Centre Communicating with Children for guidance on best practice page 36 and 51 Communicating with children: A guide for those working with children who have or may have been sexually abused (second edition)

See CSA Centre response pathway what do children who are sexually abused need Child's needs


	Was child sexual abuse clearly identified as a concern?


	Highlight ONE from:
· Yes
· No
Provide commentary to answer: 


	How effective was the strategy meeting in sharing information and making decisions to keep the child safe? 

	

	This section examines whether the child protection enquiry was handled jointly by police and social care, the timeliness of information sharing, consideration of siblings/context, and evidence-based decision-making. National Framework Focus: Enabler 1 – Multi-Agency Working; Outcome 3 – Child Safety. Auditors should evaluate how well the joint agency investigation (if applicable) was conducted and whether it yielded decisions that kept the child safe. For CSA specific guidance see childprotectionenquiry.pdf

	Was the CSA concern managed through a joint investigation involving the school, social care, Health and police?

	Highlight ONE from:
· Yes
· No
· N/a
Provide commentary to answer: 


	Were risks to siblings or other children  considered?	
	Highlight ONE from:
· Yes
· No
· N/a
Provide commentary to answer: 


	Did the outcome of the S47  enquiry consider the safety of siblings and other children? 

	Highlight ONE from:
· Yes
· No
· N/a
Provide commentary to answer: 


	Was information about the alleged perpetrator or risk clearly identified and recorded?

	Highlight ONE from:
· Yes
· No
· N/a
Provide commentary to answer: 


	Support for Child and Family: National Framework Focus: Outcome 1 – Families Staying Together with Help; Outcome 2 – Support from Family Networks; Outcome 3 – Safety in and outside the Home;

	Was there any indication of harmful sexual behaviour  by the child at any stage prior to or following the initial concerns of child sexual abuse in this case?  
	Highlight ONE from:
· Yes
· No
· N/a
Provide commentary to answer, including any signs or patterns observed:


	Were resources from the Centre of Expertise on CSA and/or local CSA specialist services offered? (e.g., Access to Therapeutic Support educational psychologists)
	Highlight ONE from:
· Yes
· No
· N/a
Provide commentary to answer: 


	Parenting Capacity Considered? Was the family involved in safety planning? (e.g., through meetings with the school, family group conferences)
	Highlight ONE from:
· Yes
· No
· N/a
Provide commentary to answer: 


	Did safeguarding reflect the child/family’s experiences and views?
How is the plan co‑produced with the family network? — What strengths/resources did the family identify?”
	Highlight ONE from:
· Yes
· No
· N/a
Provide commentary to answer: 


	Overall practice evaluation : how well did your agency and its partners work together to keep the child  safe and support the family?


	








	Please note any actions that need to take place for the child


	
	Action
	By whom
	By when
	Completed 

	
	
	
	




	Management oversight 

	Date:
Oversight:

Please upload onto the child’s file once completed
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